Basismodul „Introduction to Literature“

Winter Term 2006/07


WRITTEN TEST (23.01.2007)

Before you start working, read these questions carefully and make sure you understand the task in each case. There will be time to ask for clarifications before everybody starts working. 

1 Put these data into a correct bibliographical form: 
a) July’s People, a novel by the South African Nobel Prize winner Nadine Gordimer, published in 1981 by the publishing house Jonathan Cape in London. 
b) Why Does Society Describe Itself as Postmodern?, an essay written by Niklas Luhmann and published in 1995 in volume 30 of the periodical Cultural Critique, on pages 171 to 192. 
(12)
2
Give brief definitions of the terms (a) “literature” and (b) “belles letters” as they were current around 1700. 
(12)
3
Connect the following Authors and Titles of Poems correctly with their respective publication dates. (10)
Authors: 
Geoffrey Chaucer / T. S. Eliot / James McPherson / John Milton / Jonathan Swift 
Titles: 
Canterbury Tales / Description of a City Shower / Fingal / Paradise Lost / The Waste Land

Name



Title







Year

____________________, _________________________________________, 1380.
____________________, _________________________________________, 1674.

____________________, _________________________________________, 1711.

____________________, _________________________________________, 1763.

____________________, _________________________________________, 1922.

4
Name one characteristic feature each

a) of the Shakespearean stage 

b) of the Stage after 1660 and in the eighteenth century 

c) of the nineteenth-century stage  
(12)
5
Briefly characterise the traditional view of the “Rise of the Novel” (e.g. according to Ian Watt) and name one of the problematic aspects of this traditional account. 
(12)
6
In an interview, Salman Rushdie made the following statement: 
“James Joyce once said after he had published Ulysses that he had given the professors work for many years to come; … I hope to have given them some work too.” 

Give two examples (using Satanic verses or another text) that show how texts can be written in order to invite interpretation. 
(12)
7
After around 1750, the discussion of literature began increasingly to focus on poems, novels and plays. What consequences could this observation have for our discussion of literature and for the way we approach poems, novels and plays from before and from after that period?
(30)
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